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The Geography



The Boundary – An inspectors report… 

• Extensive public consultation to 
establish the position of the SDNP 
boundary

• Town / Parish / District Council 
engagement in establishing the 
boundary

• Examiners findings relating to 
Bramshott and Liphook area



The Boundary – An inspectors report… 

…generally extends to the urban edge of 
Liphook….This wider sweep “contains blocks of 
attractive woodland as well as the parkland 
landscape in the vicinity of Foley Manor and 
few landscape detractors of any consequence.”  
Include – No change to DO boundary

…..amended boundary could provide room 
to expand development in years to come 
but this is not part of the Agency’s approach 
to boundary setting



Chalk grassland



• Conserve and enhance the natural beauty, 
wildlife and cultural heritage.

• Promote opportunities for the 
understanding and enjoyment of the 
special qualities of national parks by the 
public.

• To seek to foster the social and economic 
wellbeing of the local communities within the 
National Park in pursuit of our purposes

Policy Context….



• Great weight should be given to 
conserving landscape and scenic 
beauty in National Parks, the Broads and 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which 
have the highest status of protection in 
relation to landscape and scenic 
beauty…..(116)

• Planning permission should be refused 
for major developments in these 
designated areas except in exceptional 
circumstances and where it can be 
demonstrated they are in the public 
interest……(117)

Policy Context….



• Support the delivery of affordable housing
The lack of affordable housing in many rural 
areas, including the Parks, has important 
implications for the sustainability of the Parks 
and their communities

Government expects the Authorities to 
maintain a focus on affordable housing 
..work with local authorities …ensure that the 
needs of local communities in the Parks 
are met….affordable housing remains so in the 
longer term

Policy Context….



• Leading the way in adapting to, and 
mitigating, climate change

• Secure a diverse and healthy natural 
environment, enhance cultural heritage 
and inspire lifelong behaviour change

• Foster and maintain thriving rural 
economies

Policy Context….



Heathland



• Tranquillity - Development proposals that 
conserve and enhance the relative tranquillity of the 
National Park and comply with other relevant 
policies will be permitted

South Downs Local Plan….



• Dark night skies - Development proposals that 
conserve and enhance relative tranquillity, in relation to 
light pollution and dark night skies, and comply with 
other relevant policies will be permitted

South Downs Local Plan….



South Downs Local Plan….



HeathlandWoodland



South Downs evidence base

Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment

• EA30 Land West of Hollycombe Close

• EA031 Land West of South Road

• EA032 Land adjoining Longmoor Road

• EA033 Land at Bohunt Manor

…….potential adverse impact on the 
character and appearance of the landscape.



Implications….

• Very tough tests to allocate land inside the national park 
where a parish is split by the National Park boundary 

• SDNPA evidence does not support the allocation of 
current proposed sites in the SDNP

• Opportunity for gateway to the National Park from 
Liphook (Visitors & residents)

• Local Green Spaces

• Cultural Heritage, Wildlife, Natural Beauty,  Access

• NDP NOT ALL ABOUT DEVELOPMENT



What others have done….

• Very detailed design policies to control new development 
/ extensions etc

• Local gaps policies (identifying important gaps to avoid 
coalescence of settlements)

• Local Green Spaces (protecting important local green 
space)

• Protecting important views

• Non designated heritage assets



Contact….

chris.paterson@southdowns.gov.uk

www.southdowns.gov.uk

01730 819286

South Downs Centre, North 
Street, Midhurst, West 
Sussex, GU29 9DH

mailto:chris.paterson@southdowns.gov.uk
http://www.southdowns.gov.uk/
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